EISTORY U.85,.8,. COLLETT 3

Tas U.8.5. COLLEIZ (ID730), built ty Bath Iren Works as Bath, iaino,
wis pleced 1n corniesion at 1500, 16 May 1944 at the Navy Yerd, Boston, Maes.
under the commend of Comrerder dames D, Oellutt, U,B3.¥, The ehip was nsnod for
the brother of thke skipper, Lt, Oomdr, John 4, Ogllost, who wes kllled in tae
Battle of Midway,

Afger & brief £itting out period and ehelkedown, the ship =pent several
weoka in escort apd trainiog duly on the esst comst befors recelving orderas to the
Pacific Flect, Thus, 1t wes not until Novemner that the SOULLETT arrived in the
Forward éreas,

On § Novembor, 8e & unit of Task Group 3B.Y4, sortied from Ulithi for
operétions againet the chery. Thereafter, tho COLLECT perticipated ir avery
THIRD end FEFTH Fiee!t Oporetion until the tormiraticn of the war with Japang
Hautrallzation of cneny #ir power and ghipning in tho Fhilippine Ares, ococupition
of Iwo Jime, bamtardnent of Okins Tnite smd Mineni Deiss Shine, cocoupntion of
Okinawe, and opcrétions sgainst the Enpire from Kyushu to Hokkaido.

On the evening of 19 Hovember, off the Philippinee, she COLLEIT was on
atation as Tasg Force strike ploxot, The day had beon incventful until dueie whon
four Jepaneas haavy bovbers were spottcé about saven milea to eterbsard, low on
the water, hoeding for the Tmsk Force scme twenty miles distant. The ship opened
fire with her zain battery, nnd the bombers turned and ssme in for atteck, Two
terpedces were launched, onc pawsslig cluse abesd, snd the other cloae aboard on
the eterbearl gquarter, Iwo belbys wero shot down, one waa hit end damagod, and
the otker 1eft the area rathor hurrieély,

Iz the socond series of THIED Flees carrier strikes apsinst Luzon, the
major cppoelblon was fros the elaments rather than the snomy, and the typhcon...
whialk paught the Faet Jarrier Trak Forco in Pecembter ceusad AT moTo dRmEgo thim
the Jops bad ever heen nble tc do.

Turning north, the Force struck Okinawsn ané Fermosz in successiorn in
the fuce of almogt continuous eremy 8ir acsivity, end, upon completion of these
uparations Teturned te Ulithi for roplonishment &and Tost., At thie time, too,
operationsl commend of the Fast fasricr Tagk Forocs presed fron the Commender
TAIRD Flget to the Commendor FIFTH Floct, Thuo it wee as o unit of Task Torce 58
that the COLLETT sortied from Ulithi early in Februsry 1945 to teke nart in the
firet Tokyo strike, To the grent surrrise of all hends, ornceition wee =light,’
ani after & 457 of uninterupted pounding of the Tolgpe £rea,; the Force nroceeded
gouthwefd to provide dirset air suprort for the neseult oz Iwo Jina, 2% the cone
oluglon of %his ¢seration, Desron 6l with the crulsrrs &al DIBCO, VINCERRES, and
MIAMI attackad Ckino Daito Shime to keop their amnde in on shore bonbardzont.

Towasd tho middle of Marech the lagk Force comsenged the preliminary
strizos divestod sgeinet cnemy olr power in the Kyuelu-foutherr Eoushu drea ap a
preparetion for the appeult on Ckisswa, Tha Jane remcted strargly with nigh
altitude snd Exniknze sttaccs by day, and torpedo otincks, aidnd by illuzination
at nlght., 4 great nunber of planes was destroyod by the Force-Ucrbat air Patrels
and phip's as fire shering in the dostruction. Lhe COLLETT had & mumber of brush-
with tho onaxgy durirg shie foriod, aceilly during the lonely hours oo plcket duly.
On one oceteion, when sbout to ¢yen fire om ¢ plans closing rapldly, she wae
oriered tc hold fire &s @ night fighter hac contact. The night fightar ~losed
rapidly, but s» did the bomzer. &% last tracers AppeSred in the derkencas and the
Jup wae fin=lly epléched abvout 2,500 yerds ahgad of the ship, 'Yhis eoct of thing
weg & little wenring,



On another occmeion - 1t wos the JOLLECT!'a lucky nipght o ba plcket
agair. « She Jepa seloct~d her rextioular station &9 haragg, From dweok until mid-
night thers were bogles in genercus queatity., on ozcellent {lleminatior was
staged, flores voll placed in all four quadranta, and ons plana mde a torpedo
run which missed, Unce agein the high neneaverability of the 2200 ton destroyer
]’_‘Jﬂ-id off .

On 18 &A=ril, off Uklrawa, the COLLETT joined the MERTZ ir working over
& Jor subohrine which had boun detected 1n the area. Thre: rune were made by the
OOLLAETT without azperent recult, but the fourth astack waes followod by 2 heavy
undorwEter oxploslon, =n oil alisk thras or four miles locg greduslly forued, and
from tkie slick humen romains and floating debris cerrylng Jepaneec =arxings were
recoverods Tho edbosrine was consldered definltely sumle, and tho Commarding
Offlowry aworded the Lomlon cf ¥orit Mednl,

In ccopeny with two divislone of destroyors, the COLLETT eondustod &
day tocbardment of Eita Dnite Shimo and Minerd Inite Bhime 4rn the ecuthesct lHansel
Skata groap, Ka oprosision vas encomatered cxoopt irvogular emnll arns fire;
spotlicg olence ropertod conslderable dasnee Infllcted on the target ar-as,

4bout thie tine, unplosesns nclecs begAn to be hzard in thp after part
nf the ship, =nt soon it was appereat th=t sozethin bed 1zt go on the Zort pro=
pollor shalt, The shi> wos detashed friz Tasz Cooup BB,. end proceedod irdepend-
ertly to Ulithi whers dryd-ck inppoction Tovealed a brcken strut., Hepaire were
corplotel oa the &nd oF May, and for soveral Jdaye thareafbtor tho DOLIETE wae nut
on plexet duty 60 miles southoast of Ullthi {0 givo sorly werning of air ettack
from Jopsheld fslends in the vielnity., Om tho G3h, the ship rejsined Task Uroup
FB.1 in Actlore supnotilng tho campalm on Ukinowe, Sove when the FPorecs struck
edrfiolde on Kyuphu tho Jeps leoft um pretiy mchk rlose snd concertreted on tho
ghips nesr ths beach. Far A eoimle of dsys off Kyuehu, howevor, thore wie oaough
Ectivity to keep every one ccowplod, Tho 1ith «f Moy wes one of thonn duys, &t
wj00 the COLIETT, witk adjzcent shipe, shct down & Judy which had nlocted to try
landing cn onc «f uwa. During the eonrse «f the rernlng tho Tnek Group doatroyod
21 onecy planca by munfirc aleno,

Early on the morairg of § June {By thig time we weore THIRD Pleet smin),
there waa Enothor workous with & typhoons; Tarsughout the night, wind and sea had
teen building up rapidly froe the moushzest, and tetwesn 0600 end UJOO the HOKNET
Lerograph showed winde of 10C knots -~ walch waas plenty for nost of ve. The ship
telnved cxtrowely woll in Ehe stoop Bnd confuascd webs 5lthough Lt was froguently
fecespary to rizg up full apeed on rno enptne and use full rudder %o keen the ship
dended up Into the wind, Ihe QOZLETT wee outsice the formation which minimisoed
Auppror of asllislaen in the oo wlelbility, and there seemed 11:tle ceuase for cone
sern untll shipe bogan reporting lewsge — flovled stesrirg ongine rocms, wedkened
etTunture,; and then the PITTSHUAGH rcported that 0 hundred foot of her bow had
Erokon off -nd whe floating awsy. Suddenly 1t began to seen quite moughs  about
0720, we wntored tae center of the typhoon; rnd Lhe wizgd droppod repidly; tho oocas,
however, wore extromely confuncd, riging like syresmide and falling ouddenly, nob
ot all liks tho lnng, Pegulor gsoug custonmry in the open ocorn. sbout friy ninutes
after entoring tho conter, taes wiad stertod to blow again, aow mmt of tha northwast,
3ut wo were in the "safe" seci-ciréle, 2nd whan For hemd wes brought closc to the
wind agair, the ship rode surprieincly well. 3efore long, the force of the mtorm
had sloskened noticeably, ths vielbility lmpocved rapidly, nnd we found ourselvos
with tho OWESSON eénd & siray merchrntnman thas had become sepAratad from thp log=
lutics growp, Tho Tagk Group woe well dispersed - no other eaipe were in slght
and the merchantoen confessed that his koowledze 88 to his whareabouts was oxtren-
oly hagy, The JOLLEYY exd BVENSON lod him %o the rondezvous vith the Task Group,
and absut 1500 kthe Group waa reforoed,
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Some of the shipe losked & littls peeculiar; the BORNET and BEMNINGIOH, for cazomplc
Ind thofir flisht decks hanging down ovor their bows, and the PITTSHIEGH wra & josd
deel sasrter then doeigned, but all ships wero accounted for. By tho niddle of
June tho Forco had relired tou Bun Pedro 3sy, Leyte, P.I1., for repairs &nd roplon=
ishzont.

On 1 July 1345, Tasx Torce 18 sortied from San Pedro Zay r3r what was to
prove the Icmpest end the conoluding opersticn of the wer, Jffensivc sctlon began
on the »0th with @ atrike azninet Tokgo, end from thes mmtil the ead ~f the wur
Tagk Porao 38 stood off the comet of Jopan, lauwaching strikes from Kyusbm to
Hokknido and pun~tvating thess with heavy bombardconts of shore instollasisne ond
light foreces! anti-shipping sweape at night,

Desron 61 rmde one of those &ntieshlpiing sweeps un the nisht of 22-23
July. The plan salled far entering the Sezpni inin from the Easi, rounding 0'Shisa
and making exit through the wastern pfesaso, Bocauce of the short nishts of the
seasor. and the dietanpe t¢ bo covered, high spocds were reguirnd, and even withe
out delays down would find she equadran uno-mforgnbly clsee to Tolge — with no air
covar, Uur Zbility to ooke the noccesery spcet was problemetieal ton, ne & typhoon
had just p2ezcd Lhet way ind lefs & troublsecne ecé behind. Fortunately, bowever
things worked oub vury picply. #e tie squedron tore inus the Segani Hagde, a gone
voy of thrce merchantnon end one ofccrt vas discoveored sneaking &round Hejiasa Saki
ts the Nor¥th, ZSighseen tcrpedoes were fired, and ell ships oponed up with five-
inch tattories. Two wurchanlsen worz btolicved 10 have Been sunk, & third probably
sunk, and thc exeort dasnged, 44 00U, tae pguadron éothenced & hlgh speed rotire-
ment to the southetietyard ani procooded to rendesvous with the Tusk Furce,

Cn 15 Ansuet, Jopanese Scasptinase of the #llicd surronder terms woe
announgod, aud shortly thereafter mony Japancse planes were shod dewn in the
viatnity of the Tap Foree, One of thess plencn araghod in . f1ameo B, 000 yardes on— —
tha part boaz of the COLIETT. TFvideatly someJmps MAEATE Tccolved the word, On
tha 17th of Bugzaet, Comnpder Jollott wRs relieved Bs Commmnding Offiser by
Commander C. R, Horme, U.S.¥, For the next month, the ship sorved in the osrocn
of garrier groupe furnishing air cover for the cooumtion forooe. Thio work,
whiie highly essential, was also highly boring, and mll handa wnre nvarjoyod to
recolve orders om 1% Septombor 1945 to proesed to Tokye Bay o arrive on the 1Uth,

Iarly noxt nornines tho COLLEIT staamed waet the scene of her rocent
er<countcr of f Fojios Soki, past Yokosusa, and &nchored in Tokyo Xaiwen - She had
been JO doys ccntinuously BY so8.

On tke 20th, shs was underwny sgein, this time &z part of ¢ Task Group
returning veberang to the Uritad Stavon for dischfrge. Inroute, & stop wae wade
at Okinawe to tmlko on psesengers, and oo the Ebth tho Grous took 1ts desarture
ard aot oowrse for Feerl Horbor, arriving on 4 Octodber 1945 to roplorish =nd offect
a flnal dietrituticor of porsonnel scsording ta tholr deeignnted porte of entry,.
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i & unit of Destroyer Bquadwon 61, thke JOLLETT, durins her war corear
partieipetod in cetlons which onrnoed for her crew six engascaont sters ond the
Fhilippire Mberetizn Bibbon with <ne bromzo ster,
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Four dmys were spent in redistributicr of persomnel and
October the COLIBTT wes underwoy, Shis $ime for Som +Oalsf
vEg oado in sovea dnys, arpiving om the 15th, & bwridd etey in
enjoyed by =dl baade, The firet loave seetion shoved off on Whirty
leave on the morping of the 16th. In the meantime the
solebrate Novy Doy a8 Ford Houneme, Jalif, Mavy Day was selobrated in real
Jevy tredition for the first time in four yoora, The ship vee opened to0 inspects
ion by the publie and 6,500 visitors filed over the gEmgENy the day,

On the following day the ship a0t undcrway for Maro Is
2 nugh nepded overbaul, #lthough tharo wheh't By extensive work
ninor repairs wers sompleted with scue ney additions o the ship,
end during the stey in tho states nost of tho original
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transforred for iftar complstisn of the overhaul and teet rune the
ship got undcpwey om 5 1946 for Sex Diogy, Oalif, Tventywthreo daye of
refroghor trolning at Saa Diog end the OOLIBIYT weo onoe ogain on Lte way to the

forward arca = degtination, Spanghad, Ohiss,

Before leaving tho states the Squadron doeignaticn was chenged from
Deptroyar Bquadron 61 %o Destruyor Sguadrom 9,

Ehanchsd hﬁﬁ’m‘ﬁhﬂm{: E:ﬂ Ao srpacdepedryn,
on . ship was immodistely ssrigne
Fleet, Tho GOLLETI's firct mgsignammt was the North China Nail
Chins with mail end presengors, lesving Shanghal on the 11th apd
Taingteo on the follewing day, On the 13th, the ship wes again
othoy mail and pasmenger run to Taku, Shine, arriving and depart
Wth of March, roturning to Teingteo wia $lacchn Shan Island, wher
égssieted in salveging &n LET whicsh wms sground on the Island, On 0
mesnrmmm-mummwwhul
hw ’-* " .‘

Only for a woek did the ship remsin idlo, on the 20th she whe >rdered
on encther mail nni pagsenger run to m Kored ond returning to Peingtao on
the 23rd of Merch. On 15 April the 2ot underwny for five dzys Anti.
Subnarine Warfere Exorcises. During this period persomnol from the COLLETT vore
transferrod to the USS POMPERT (8839L) for semparary duty se obsorvers. On 23
2pril the ship r ted this treining for another three deye, On 4 May tho
COLLET? lefs for for en indefinite stay and five dayy operations &t sce
with Foet Carrier Porces.

The OOLLETT's 2nd Birthday finds the in Bhanghai, Okina in
gozpany with various Men~of-War of meny netions, coslelion wes properly
eelebrated with & fine party sshore for all hands,
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