COMMANDING OFFICER
USS COLLETT (DD-730)
FLEET POST OFFICE

SAN FRANCISCO 66601

At Sea
With the SEVENTH Fleet
9 Dacember 1947

Dear Friend of COLLETT,

Almost 2 year has elapsed since I wrote my first "Family-gram"
to you on 15 December 1966, shortly after taking command of the
destroyer COLLETT. These letters are called "Fanlly-grams" because
their purpose is to keep the families of COLLETT crew members informed
concerning the activities of this ship, as well as matters affecting
the careers, health and welfare of the men who sarve aboard her. I
had hoped to draft a "Family-gram" about every six months, but I find
the months have slipbed by faster than I imagined they could.
My only excuse is that the many interesting varied jobs a destroyer
is called upen to perform with the SEVENTH Fieet out here in the Western
Pacific make the Captain's time pass as fast|as his crew's « - - even
though the Captain dowsn't stand watches!

lh“' eteamed appriccimately
69,907 nautical miles over the Western Pagi{ in the year since my

last "Family-gram” %o you. During these fwbl¥e monthe the ship refueled
and provisioned from other ships while underuds 103 times, while

about L,408,089 gallons of fuel oil and clnk g 4,568,842 gallons of
water, COLLETT and her crew spent 59% of )k ar underway = - - 215 days
at sea and 150 in part,

The deteils of many of COLLETT's opshatiche are classified and
cannot be included in this "Famdly-gram erabliodgh you may have read
about the ship's activities in your loca newspapeds, Suoffice it to

As of 15 Decembar 1967 COLLETT will Ba

say that all hands presently on board hawh ea pedifipe Vietnam Service
Medal at one time or another while servink /?’H :r-;

Some of the unclassified highlil ;1..."‘_,4 b ¢ twelve months
were as follows: The 200th Yanding fof ﬂ"‘i_. #_’-* 10
Hﬂlicfm'tﬂr {l'nﬂﬂhﬂ} on board \on 17 “&-‘7":3\' s ﬂr Bd T8t ann versary of
the ship's eatry into the DASH proghah, an evimt & (& celsbrated
by a cake-cutting ceremony on g 7eeht deck .3 et unsuccesaful
operational #test of the Exscutive! Off¥¢h; fr‘ "Mary Poppin’s"
rescue recovery device on 28 Jammary , o . tion of well

deserved medals and citations to indivic al officers and enlistad

men on 10 2nd 27 October (Navy Day) P~ . The initiatien cf COLEETTIs
only "barrel-gheksjed swashbuckler" as Chifr §
The embg umber of prorine




to cover COLLETT!s 24-24 April oparations. , . The greatest oil spill :
in COLLETT?s history on 28 April.{by an oiier which shall remain nameless).
4 pleasant Tive day visit to Hong Kong in early July, the ship's second
trip to the Crown Colony during its current WESTPAD tour. < - And a2 most
enjoyable visit to the Japanese hot springs resort city of Beppn L-6
HWﬂﬁbﬂrp

Une of the many noteworthy achieveants of COLIETT durdog ths
year was the attainment of the second highest combined reenlistment
rate for any ship in Cruiser-Destroyer Force, U. S. Pacifie Fleet « = =
- mearly ures times the overall reenlistment rate for all ships within
=i foree? - The shiv and S te-eree retwived-rpersone-commendition . e
from the Commander in Ghief, U, S. Pacific Fiset for this "outstanding
achievement in the field of enlisted retention." Another typically
proud performance by COLLETT persennel occurred late on the last night
of the ship®a wisit to Beppu, when eleven crew members volunteered
blood to a critically hemorrhaging employee cf the National Beppu
Hospital. Although the patient succumbec gfter some initial improvement,
the humanitarian expression of goodwilll nd friendship was greatly
appraciated by the patient's family and R1l the citizens of Beappu
and Oita Prefecture.

Sy a8 the men of COLLETT were ff¥hng thé past twelve months,
somshow or other they found time Tor Hé1h improvement and advancemant.
121 crew members passed the advancemelit ‘l rate exams during the yuar,
This was a total of 757 of the men whll H ok the various exams for the
different rates. Prospects for advarkdmn .An the Wavy are greater
now thdn at any other time. 1In your mexfy letier to your Mavy man,
why not ask him if he is studying foy Hebruary's advancement exams?

“dth best wishes Tor a Merry Chpidthhs

and a prosperous and Happy
New Year to the Families and Frie 'E‘

BIT, I remain

is Kearney
pancer, '.LE» K
magding Officer, US3 COLLETT (DDw7:
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