E-mails from John Slater, re: LCDR John Austin Collett
I made my first visit to the USS Arizona Memorial at Pearl Harbor last month. One
of the major themes of the exhibit is that Dec. 7 marked the end of the age of
the battleship and the dawning of the age of the aircraft carrier. On my way out
of the memorial, I ran across an informative plaque that underscored that message
(see first attachment). But what really got my attention was the sidebar in the
upper-right-hand corner of the plaque. I zoomed in on it so I could share it with
you (see second attachment).
Who knew John Collett was a visionary, not to mention an author? I wanted to read
his Naval Proceedings article, and thanks to the wonders of interlibrary loan
(being a retired college professor does have some benefits), I came up with a
copy (see third attachment).
The fascinating thing is that he wrote the article after the Battle of Midway in
early June and before his death on October 26. It was published after he died.
John
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I got such a good response from my Arizona Memorial find, I figured I could spend some time doing
additional research. And what better day for it than Memorial Day?
Like any good journalist, I'll start with my most significant discovery. It's a 1944 story from Time
magazine, reporting on LCDR Collett's controversial article in U.S. Naval Proceedings. I discovered it at
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,802553,00.html, but you have to be a Time
subscriber (which I'm not) to read more than the first couple of paragraphs. I decided to save you the
price of a subscription. I visited my friendly library, photocopied the appropriate page from microfilm,
and scanned the photocopy. The quality is dreadful, but I think it's legible. And it appears that the Time
reporter didn't know that LCDR Collett was killed before his article was published. Fascinating! (See next
page for Time article.)

I also found some photos of LCDR Collett, and tons of photos of the ship, taken at various times in her
history:
http://www.navsource.org/archives/05/730.htm
Here's a site dedicated to the Grumman Torpedo Bomber (TBF). Scroll down to the Battle of Santa Cruz
for more info about LCDR Collett:
http://acepilots.com/planes/avenger.html
Here's a clipping from the Omaha World Telegram about the launching of USS Collett, with additional
info about the ship's namesake:
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=56787458&PIpi=54787171
And here's a vivid description of the Battle of Santa Cruz, which calls LCDR Collett "Jack," and reports
that he was last seen stepping off the starboard wing of his crashed plane:
http://www.erichammelbooks.com/books/f_carrier-strike.php
Finally, an apparent eyewitness account of the battle, in which LCDR Collett's TBF was seen "blazing."
(Search the page for "Collet" rather than "Collett"; the account misspells the name.):
http://usswashington.com/worldwar2plus55/dl26oc42.htm
And with that, I think I'll take the rest of the day off. It is a holiday, after all.
Cheers,
John

